Book review

search for effective anticancer drugs
from natural soutces is 2 continuing
ptocess with along mtory Huge effort
was ¢ in the 1960s and 1970s to
assessexuacmﬁmnarangechhewm&é's
flora for activity against a range of experi-
mental tumours; Extracts that reached base
levels of ef?ecnveness i wwxfng were
then processed to isoldte the compounds
responsible. mem a signifi-
cant number of highly active compounds
were isolated, and their structures were
determined.

Hopes were raised that a series of new
anticancer drugs would soon be devel-
oped, Unfortunately, this did not happen,
and encouraging test results in small
mammals could not be replicated in
human patients. One notable exception
was the allealoid taxol (paclitaxel) isolated
from the Pacific yew (Taxus brevifolia).
At an early stage, interest in this alkaloid

was muted because its bioavailability was -

low, and limited action was found against
the leukaemia models used in the prelimi-
nary screens. In spite of this unaprepos-
sessing start, it was later shown that taxol
has an impressive effect on advanced
breast and ovarian tumours, Now,some
40 years after its initial assessment, taxol
has received FDA approval as a drug for
the treatment of metastatic breast cancer.

'Ihnsvulumedocumemsthcwholem-
markable ‘story. It is'a compilation of
- chapters, written by the scientists involved,
which deal with the discovery of taxol and
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’Ihus,wuhm55()pages t}menﬁfebxo-
chemistry andchemsnyofmlxs sur-
veyed, providing a snapshot of progress
in an area of much current interest. Even
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oouldhaveheen ressed: bymmeﬂnh
less editing, here is a text that-many sci-
entists, from a wide Wd ?Q-’*:l; e3
will wish to have in their libraries.
kxdaed,lwouldbuy:tfe:thesemons
dealm&wﬁh the 8}'1811&% oftaxol;and its
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is extremely valuable mﬁ 4 source of
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Sigma-Aldrich information

Sigma-AldriCh catalogue information is
now available in a Chem-X-compatible
format. The catalogue, now part of Chemi-
cal Design's HTS Chemicals, will be avail-
able on CD ROM with 2D/3D coordinates
and can be searched using established
Chem-X chemical database technology.
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Fast data field searching includes formula
and molecular weight queries.

Further information can be obtained
from Chemical Design. tel: +44 1608
644000, fax: +44 1608 0642244, e-mail:
chemdesign@applelink.apple.com
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Phosphocellulose Paper
In a 96-Well Plate

Increase
Throughput
For
Kinase
Assays

Signal transduction assays
are an important fool in drug dis-
covery. The Millipore MultiScreen
Assay System uniquely offers a
96-well filter plate containing
phosphocellulose paper and
protocols to perform peptide
substrate kinase assays. No more
cutting and transferring the paper!
Every step, from the phosphory-
lation reaction to direct scintillation
counting, can be carried out in
one plate.

The MultiScreen  Assay
System can also be used with
other filter formats, including glass
fiber or low protein binding
Durapore® {PVDF) membrane —

both ideally suited for TCA
precipitated substrates.

Call or fax for more infor-
mation. U.S. and Canada,
call  Technical Services:
1-800-MILLIPORE (645-5476);
in Japan, call: {03) 3474-9111;
in Europe, fox: +33.88.38.91.95.

MILLIPORE

MILUPORE LAB CATALOG ON INTERNETS
ACCESS URL MENU AND TYPE:
http://www.millipore.com




